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JUNE MEETING, 1888. 

The last meeting before the summer recess was held on the 
14th instant, Dr. George E. Ellis, the President, being in 
the chair. 

The minutes of the last meeting were read by the Recording 
Secretary. 

The donations to the Library for the previous month were 
reported by the Librarian. 

The President then said : — 

We have to recognize the loss by death of two names fron\ 
our roll since our last meeting. Henry Morris, LIS.D., elected 
a Resident Member in 1882, died in Springfield, on June 4, in 
his seventy-fourth year. He was born in that town in 1814, 
and spent there his whole mature life, performing many valued 
services and winning many public honors. Graduating at 
Amherst in 1832, he at once began his law studies in the 
office of his father, then judge of probate, and followed a dili- 
gent and successful practice. He had been elected to a seat 
in the National House of Representatives in 1854, but before 
occupying it resigned it to accept a judgeship in the Court «f 
Common Pleas. This he held for four years, when the Legis- 
lature abolished that tribunal, substituting for it the Superior 
Court. Returning to practice, he served in many civic offices, 
and was for two terms in the State Legislature. Inheriting 
from his father historic tastes and valuable historical docu- 
ments, he was one of the founders and the first president of 
the Connecticut Valley Historical Society. Among his many 
publications is an account of the burning of Springfield by the 
Indians, in October, 1675 ; a History of the First Church in 
Springfield, of which he had been for many years a deacon ; 
and an oration on the celebration of the two hundred and 
fiftieth anniversary of the town, delivered two years ago. 

This Society has its share — and that a large one — with our 
whole community, in the loss experienced by the decease of our 
associate. Dr. James Freeman Clarke, at his home at Jamaica 
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Plain, on the 8th instant. With the deepest sympathy also 
do we join in the expressions of respect and high appreciation 
for his lofty character, his broad scholarship, his varied and 
valuable services in so wide a range of activity, usefulness, 
and expanded philanthropy. His full span of life was crowded 
with labors of the mind, and with devotion to every cause of 
righteousness and humanity. The tributes paid to him so 
fondly, so earnestly, in the first shock of bereavement, do but 
open the series of later and ampler recognitions of the breadth 
of his culture, the purity, gentleness, and warmth of his heart, 
and the catholicity of his temper and spirit. 

It is for us especially to place upon our records our appre- 
ciation of what he was to us, and of the interest and value of 
what he contributed to our meetings and publications. Dur- 
ing the nearly ten years of his membership his attendance here 
was even more frequent than we might have looked for in the 
days and years of a life so crowded with occupations, either 
of which might well have engrossed his thought and time ; for 
we can hardly think of him as having had any leisure. And 
when he was present here, we were always sure that if he said 
an3^thing, it would be wisely and kindly spoken. As I recall 
several of those occasions, I am reminded that a charm and 
freshness were always added to his references to persons and 
matters of the past by some interminglings of personal expe- 
rience and reminiscence. To him we owe much of what has 
been communicated here of the inner life, the character and 
writings, as well as the memoir in our Proceedings, of Mr. 
Emerson. His account of his visit to Nazing, the English 
home of the apostle Eliot and his fellow-exiles, and his last 
delightful speech here, connecting family and youthful mem- 
ories with the old Swan house in Dorchester, have a peculiar 
grace. His sympathetic yet judicial estimate of the character 
and course of John Brown is a fair example of the balance in 
which he weighed the qualities of human nature. 

Prof. Arthur L. Perry, LL.D., of Williamstown, was 
appointed to write a memoir of Judge Morris ; and the 
Rev. Dr. A. P. Peabody was appointed to prepare one of 
Dr. Clarke. 

Dr. Oliver Wendell Holmes then spoke earnestly 
and affectionately of his classmate and friend, alluding 



1888.] TRIBUTE TO DK. CLARKE. 145 

to the close bonds of friendship which united the Class of 1829, 
and expressing the feeling which each member shai-ed, that if 
James Freeman Clarke was present all was right, but if he was 
absent the heart of the meeting was gone. In college he was 
one of the liveliest and most agreeable of companions. His 
room in old " "Massachusetts " was the meeting-place of a 
small company of us, who used to discuss the " Noctes Am- 
brosianse," and the last poem of " Delta " in Blackwood, with 
now and then a story or a song, and often a game of chess, of 
which some of us were very fond. James was a daring, dash- 
ing fellow by nature. On one occasion an effigy was hung 
out of a window of Stoughton, in open defiance of all college 
proprieties. Whom it represented is more than I can say ; 
but it was flaunted in the face of the college building from 
which it was suspended, and of Holworthy, which stood at 
right angles. All at once the string by which it hung gave 
way, and the figure, made up of the raiment and bed-clothes 
of different members of the class, who could easily be identi- 
fied by the marks on them, fell to the ground. There was a 
panic ; for the -watchful eyes of Dr. Popkin commanded, from 
his windows, the whole transaction. Suddenly a youth dashed 
out from one entry, caught it up in his arms in triumph, and 
dashed into another entry of Stoughton. There was great 
wonder as to who this young hero was, who, at the risk of sus- 
pension or rustication, had come to the rescue. It was the 
same James Freeman Clarke who, when a man, climbed to the 
top of Salisbury Cathedral, four hundred feet in the air, and 
laid his hand upon the cross. 

Mr. Clarke was always scholarly, and known as having a 
poetical gift. He was thoroughly believed in by his old school 
associates. He followed his own lines of study rather than 
aimed at class eminence, taking, however, a respectable rank. 
After leaving college our paths parted, but I heard from him 
occasionally when he was at the West, and often, in conversa- 
tion since, he has told me anecdotes of his life there, which 
showed how largely it added to his rich experiences. There, 
as everywhere, his path was marked, like that of a stream which 
carries verdure with it, by the growth of thought and char- 
acter of those around him. I do not think he went anywhere 
without carrying that kind of personal influence which a good 
and wise man always produces. After his return among us 

19 
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our intimate relations were renewed. We all watched with 
interest his brave struggle for his own religious freedom and 
that of his people. We were not all of us in sympathy with 
Theodore Parker ; but none of us who loved truth and reli- 
gious liberty could help admiring and sympathizing with the 
position assumed by Mr. Clarke in behalf of freedom of speech 
in the pulpit. 

As an author, our book-shelves show a long array of vol- 
umes from his hand, which have done a vast deal to extend 
and liberalize religious thought, and to commend the larger 
creed of modern Christendom to the judgment of his coun- 
trymen, and others beyond the limits of his own countrj', 
through translations. Although he confined his writings 
mainly to religious and moral subjects, he occasionally ven- 
tured into the fields of literature for its own sake. His trans- 
lations from the German are faithful, graceful, and fluent ; and 
his occasional poems — notably the last, written and given to 
the public so recently — show that, had he devoted himself to 
letters, he would have added largely to his reputation by his 
labors in that direction. Nothing human seems to have been 
without its interest for him ; but his fine instincts kept him to 
the nobler subjects of thought, and his desire of being useful 
gave a strenuous impulse to all he did. One of the earliest 
advocates of the slave, he was, from first to last, faithful to 
the cause of liberty. Every utterance, every printed woid, of 
his is on the side of human freedom. He was ready to suffer 
for it, and did suffer in his earlier worldly prospects. If he 
had fallen on other times, he would have been its willing mar- 
tyr. He lived to overcome all opposition and all hostilities. 
Not everybody agreed with him, but all admired and held in 
affectionate reverence the character of this man, so filled with 
the spirit of truth and love. 

The strength of his character, the solidity of his judgment, 
and the patience with which he sustained the load of duties 
laid upon him, made him seem like a pillar, a massive column, 
in our social fabric. But in another point of view he was 
more like a living caryatid, shifting his plnce as he was wanted 
here or there, but always bearing up something which needed 
his support. He was to be met with everywhere, wherever 
he could help in any good task. He kept up with the political, 
philanthropic, and literary activity of the times, and he was 
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growing to the last moment. The sweetness of his character 
won the hearts of all around him ; and if he spent the strength 
of his latest 3'ears too lavishly, it was because he loved so 
generously and felt the calls for his sympathy so deeply that 
he could not remember how precious his life was to his fellow- 
workers and to the whole community. 

A second volume of Trumbull Papers — containing letters 
of General Washington. Governor Trumbull, and others, and a 
General Index to the Fifth Series of Collections — was ready 
for delivery to members of the Society at this meeting; and 
Mr. Warren stated upon what principles it had been edited. • 

Mr. C. C. Smith communicated the following paper : — 

In examining the Winthrop Papers for material for the 
forthcoming volume of Collections, the Committee have found 
a copy of a curious and important paper, relating to the colo- 
nial trade in the early part of the last century, which does not 
come within their plan, but which I desire now to communi- 
cate for publication in the Proceedings. It is very similar in 
cliaracter, and in some places identical in phraseology, with a 
report printed in the New York Colonial Documents (vol. v. 
pp. 30-33), which was addressed by its author. Col. Robert 
Quary, to the Lords of Trade, in Januarj% 1707-8, three months 
earlier than the present report. But this later report is not 
the same document, and was addressed to a different board, — 
I presume to the Commissioners of Customs in London. In 
our Collections (4th series, vol. vii. pp. 223-243), a former com- 
mittee printed from a manuscript in the British Museum, signed 
"Robert Quarry," and dated "New York, June 16, 1703," — 
a much longer but equally spiteful and malicious report, ad- 
dressed to the Lords of Trade. In their report the Committee 
for publishing that volume say that Colonel Quarry, who died 
about 1712, was " a kind of Government Spy in this country." 
This is fully confirmed by the reports bearing his name which 
have since come to light ; and it is not less certain that he 
meant to make himself acceptable' to his employers by sending 
home " unfavorable representations against the Colonies." The 
report now communicated is excessively venomous, and shows 
that Colonel Quary, or Quarry, had not grown more friendly to 
the Colonies by a longer residence on this side of the Atlantic. 
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It is not known how the copy of this report found its way 
among the Winthrop Papers ; but it is supposed to have come 
either from the papers of Joseph Dudley, whose daughter, Ann, 
married John Winthrop, F.R.S., the son of Wait Winthrop, 
or from the papers of Thomas Lechmere, sometime surveyor 
of customs in Boston, who married a daughter of Wait Win- 
throp. Among the manuscripts in the possession of the His- 
torical Society is the following certified copy of the commission 
under which Quary claimed to act : — 

To all People to whom these Presents shall come Wee the Comis- 
sioners for Managing & causing to be levied & Collected her Maj'l" 
Customs Subsidies and other Duties in this her Kingdom of England 
send Greeting Know yee that wee the said Commissioners Have by 
Virtue of an Act of Parliament made in the 25* Year of 
the Reign of King Charles the second Entituled An Act for 
the Encouragment of the Eastland & Greenland Trades 
And tor the better Securing the Plantation Trade And in 
pursuance of the Authority & Directions to Us given by 
the Right Hono'',"' the Lord High Treasurer of England 
Deputed & Impower'd And Doe hereby Depute & Im- 
power Colon" Robert Quary to be Survey' Generall of all 
the Rates, Duties & Impositions arising & growing due to Her Majesty 
in the severall Colonies on the Coast of America by Virtue of the said 
Act Whereby he hath Power to enter into any Ship, 
Bottom, Boat or other Vessell As also into any Shop, 
house, Warehouse hostry or other Place whatsoever, to 
make dilligent Search into any Trunk, Chest Pack Case 
Truss or any other parcell or package whatsoever for any 
Goods Wares or Merchandizes prohibitted to be Imported 
or Exported or whereof the Customs or other Dutyes have 
not been duly paid And the same to Seize to her Majties 
Use And also to put in Execution all other the Lawfull Powers & 
Authorities for the better managing or Collecting the said Duties In all 
things proceeding as the Law directs Hereby Praying 
and requiring all & every her Maj"?' Officers and 
Ministers And all others whom it may Concern to be 
Aiding & Assisting to him in all things as becometh 
Given under Our hands & Seal at the Custom house 
London the second day of November in the second 
year of the Reign of Our Sovereign Lady Queen Ann 
Annoq Domini. 1703. 

Sam:Clakke. T: Newport. A : Matnwaeing. Jo:Werden. 
Rich: Breton. 
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By the hono*;" Charles Gookin Esq' Lieutenant Govern' of Pensyl- 
yania &c. Memorandum That on the twenty ninth day of Aprill 1709 
Personally appear'd Colon! Robert Quary and on 
his Corporall Oath did Declare that the above 
Deputation is a true Coppy of the Originall now in 
his Custody which he produced & was Examind 
before me 

Rob'' Quart 



Cap' et Jurat die loco J 
et Ann? Supdict > 

Coram me ) Recorded at Large in the Publick 

Cha : Gookin Records of her Majesties Colony 

of Connecticut in New England, in 
book N? D. 

Pr me Caleb Stanly Secretary. ' 

The report of Colonel Quary is as follows : — 

May it please yo' Hon's : 

I have since my last to yo' Hon's vissited all y* Northern Govem- 
mf on y' Maine, and shall here give yo' Hon's a true state of every 
place, so farr as relates to y° trade of it. 

The first place I went to aft' I left New Yorke was y' east end of 
Long Island, where are three towns of some note & trade. East Hamp- 
ton, South Hampton, & Southold. Most of y' inhabitants are con- 
cerned in whale-fishing, and do make good quantities of oyle & bone, 
y' greatest p' of w* is bought up by y* people of New England gov- 
ernm', who trade there w* sloops, and do supply y" w* all sorts of 
European goods, as allso w"? y! of y° West Indies. These towns, and 
all Long Island, are in y' governm' of New York, tho' above 150 
miles distance from it. There is no offic' appointed for this, tho' it is 
by y' Coll' of New Yorke Patent within his district. Y" great distance 
betwixt y' place & New York puts it out of y' pow' of y" Collect' to 
take y' requisite care of it, & its almost impossible for y» vessells y' 
trade there to ent' and cleare at New York ; so y' they have for many 
years constantly carry'd on an illegall trade. Goods carry'd to y" from 
Curaco & all y° towns in y" Northern Governmf, w*out either entry or 
clearing His ExcelP.^ Lord Cornbury hath severall times lately sent 
a sloop, well man'd, & made seizure of some of there vessells w°.'' have 
been condemn'd. This makes y"" people very uneasie. They com- 
plain'd to me of there unhappy circumstances, for want of an officer. 
They cannot subsist w'l'out trade, and it is impossible for y? to enter 
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and clear at New Tork ; so y' its absolutely necessity y' force'd y™ to 
violate y? laws of trade. I must own y' there case is very hard, and 
therefore, knowing y' yo' Hon''s are willing to make all y' Queen's sub- 
jects easie in relation to trade, so far as may be consistant w* y° law, I 
found out an expedient to gratify y™ to there content w'l'out charge to 
her Maj'''. This I did by putting y™ und' y' inspection and manage- 
ment of y* offic' w".'' I have settled at y' Seabrook in yf province of 
Connecticott, it being just opisite to y° east end of Long Island. 
Nothing parts y" but a small sound, and is in y" way of all vessolls that 
goe to or from these towns, and so may ent' and clear and be searched 
w* out loss of time or any oth' ill conveniency. Ait' I had settled all 
things in this island, I hired a sloop to carry me to New London, w'^' is 
y' seat of governm' for y' province of Connecticott. I went to y* Gov- 
erno', one Coll Winthrop; I deliv'd him yo' Hon's letf, w°^ he rec'd and 
me very kindly, but he desired me not to look too narrowly into mis- 
takes of y? governmf I fomid y' there was great reason for this caution ; 
for when I went to examine y" custome-house, I found nothing but con- 
fusion and roguery. I was surpriz'd of many dishonest practices acted 
in y° place before I went, but did not expect to have found matfs so 
very bad. Y'' p'son y' acted as collecf was one M' Wethered, a villain 
of there church, but a great rogue, w"*" I am sure yo' Hon's will be- 
lieve when I tell you y! there is no villainy y' a man in his post cou'd 
do but was constantly practiced by y".* Severall vessells y' made trade 
of running tobacco from y' out ports of Virginia w'I'out entry or clear- 
ing came directly to this governm', and landed y* tobacco here ; but w' 
is far worse, he gave false certificates for y' shiping of this tobacco to 
oth' of y* plantations, in w""" he certifies y' y* tobacco so illegally im- 
ported was legally imported, and y' y' Queens duty was paid. 1 found 
some of these false certificates filed in y' custome-house of Boston, 
where considerable quantities of tobacco hath bin sent, as well as to 
oth' places. It would tire yo' Hon's should I give you y' History of 
this mans unjust and extravagant actings. He hath admitted vessells 
and goods from all parts w*out any regard to y* law. He show'd me a 
deputation from M' Brenton,^ but when I came to discourse M' Bren- 
ton, and to charge him with y" notorious ille of his deputy, he disown'd 
y' he had any thing to do w* him, or had any charge of y' governm' ; 
but y! yo' Hon's had discharg'd him from any further care itnd inspec- 
tion of y' Collect' of New York, w".'' appear'd to me very improbable. 
Since it is at least 150 miles from New York, y' it is impossible for y' 

' In the report to the Lords of Trade, printed in the N. Y. Colonial Documents, 
" Mr. Withred " ( Wetherell) is characterized as " a Pillar of their Church," which 
is, no doubt, what Colonel Quary wrote, or meant to write, here. 

^ Jahleel Brenton was Collector of Customs at Boston for many years, as well 
as for the Colony of Rhode Island, where he died in 1732. 
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Collect' to have any regard to it; so y' between both no care was taken 
of y' governmf, and was y' reason of all y° mischeife done there. Be- 
fore I leave this governm? give me leave to acquaint yo' Hon's y' this is 
a populous country, and hath five or six ports of trade, some considera- 
ble. Y° people are of a veiy turbulent, fractious, uneasie temp'. I 
cannot give there charact' bett' y" by telling yo' Hon's y' they have 
made a body of laws for there goverum?, w"!" are printed, y' first of w''^ 
laws is y' no law of England shall be in force in there governm' till 
made so by an act of there own ; and w" I have told yo' Hon's this I 
think there is no furth' roome to admire at any extravagancy acted in 
y' governm'. I have turned out this Collect' ; but I think this is but 
very smal reparation for y^ injury and injustice he hath done to her 
Mnj'?', and w* furth' to do I am at a lose, considering where he is 
At my return I sent thither a very ingenious, active man, acquainted 
w* y* governm!, one Cap! John Shakemaple, and have given him full 
instructions and pow' to inspect all j" severall ports in y° governm'.* 
And for y' conveniency of entring and clearing and searching y° 
vessells y' goe to and from y° towns on y" east end of Long Island, 
I have directed y' he make his residence at Sea Brook, being y° 
place of greatest trade, and just opisite to Long Island. Till he hath 
settled his business in those severall riv's, and can get an honest deputy 
or two, he must be almost always in motion, wl"* will make y' duty very 
hard, and therefore was forced to promise y' I wou'd recomend him to 
yo' Hon's for an allowance of forty or fifty pound a year salery, else 
he wou'd not undertake y° duty. I am sure he will very well deserve 
it, and her Maj'^ be a gain' by it, and be reimburst by seizures beside 
y" preventing illegall trades so constantly practiced in y' governm', for 
w".'' reasons I humbly request yo' hon's confirmation of this salery to 
him. Aft' I had spent some time in this province, and full viewed y' 
sea coast, and informed my self as well as I cou'd concerning y° trade 

1 In tlie General Assembly of Connecticut, Jan. 1, 1707-8, " Capt. John Slmck- 
maple presented to tlie Deputy Governor a letter directed to our late Governor 
Wintlirop, from Coll. Quarry, surveyor preneral, signifying that he had commis- 
sioned and deputed the said Capt. Shackmaple to be lier Majesties collector, 
searcher and surveyor of her customs in this colonic, which letter and commis- 
sion vvas read in council." (Ct. Col. Records, 1706-1716, p. 89.) At a meeting 
of the Governor and Council, June 16, 1715, Captain Sliackmaple "produced a 
commission signed by Coll. Robert Quarry. Surveyor General, dated October 1st, 
1707, and a commission signed by M. Birchfield, Surveyor General of the northern 
survey, dated August 9th, 1710, granting him the power of a collector in this 
Colony. ... It was considered, and resolved, that notwithstanding the commis- 
sions so produced, he did not appear qualified with powers for the executing the 
office of collector in this government, according to the act of Parliament in the 
seventh and eighth year of King William the Third, intituled An Act for prevent- 
ing fraud and regulating abuses in the plantation trade, referred to in the Act of 
the Assembly abovementioned." (Ibid., p. 513.) 
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of it, I went hence in y' sloop I had continued in pay since I left Long 
Island by sea to Rhode Island, but in my way I touched at severall of 
y" small islands in y" Sound. Rhode Island, it is a distinct goverment, 
and lyes betwixt y" province of Connecticott and y' of New England. 
Y' scituation of it is very happy for trade, having a very good harbour, 
w'f" a very easie and quick inlett from y' sea. There cheife trade is to 
y" West Indies, but more especially they have a great trade to Curaco. 
Y' port of trade is called New Port, w"*" is grown in a few years to a 
great town, mainly by y* Curaco and oth' illegall trade carried on in y' 
place ; they have a great' plenty of European goods here y" in any place 
on y' Maine, tho' they have not so much as a vessell y' goes from thence 
for England. I am informed y' there are some p'sons concern'd in y' 
trade who I am sure ought not. Y' evidence given me is not so full as 
to warrant a charg against y', but perhaps in a little time it may, and 
then I will speak plaine English. This port is one of those y' hath 
bin und' M' Brentons directions, where he allways keeps a Deputy Col- 
lect', one M' Robert Gardiner, and allowes him sixty pounds a year 
salery. Not long since this gentleman was forc'd to make a seizure of 
a great quantity of goods from Curaco were informed against, and 
shewed to y° Deputy Collect', who was y" inforced to seize y". But 
when I came to inquire aft' y' Queens share of seizure, all y" account 
y' I could get from this officer was y' y' goods were all stolen away y° 
same night y' they were seized ; y* goods in y' own's store he nev' 
remov'd y"", but left yT in y" possesion of y* import', who thought fltt 
to remove y"". No further enquiry was made, and so they take it for 
granted y' all is lost. I told M' Brentou and his deputy y' I thought 
y' Hono's wou'd scarce allowe of such an acoo'. I do most humbly beg 
yo' directions in this affair. If I sue M' Gardin' I have little hopes 
of recovering ag' him in y' place, but on apeale from England will make 
his heart ake, and be of great use to her Maj'?" intrest on all such oc- 
casions in these parts of, and therefore hope to receive yo' Hono's ord's 
about it. Aft' some stay here I found there was two differing factions 
about y' Gover', and about ten of y' most eminent marchV where in a 
strict league. Y' Gov' had two bro!, mast's of vessells y' constantly 
traded to Curaco, besides oth's belonging to y" oth' merch". Y* con- 
trary faction found y"" selfs out done by y" oth', w"" made y*" speak 
bold truths ; but tho' I was made senceable of all y' roguery carried 
on in y' place, yet it was not in my pow' to prevent it. M' Brenton 
allow'd M' Gardin', his deputy, eO"" ^ annum. Shou'd I have turn'd 
him out I cou'd not expect y' any p'son fit to serve y' Queen in y' post 
wou'd do it w'^out a suitable salery, and I durst not vent' to proraiss it 
w"'out first acquainting yo' Hono's, and having yo' ord" for it, so was 
willing to defer y' settleing y' port till I had made a representation of 
to yo' Hon's. Aft' I had spent some time here, and informing my 
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self as fully as I could, I hired horses, and went by land from hence, 
and went to Boston. In my way visbited New Bristol], w" is in y° 
governm? of New England, but y' vessells y' trade to that place, there 
being no officer to ent' and clear at New Port in Rhode Island, w*^"" gives 
a great oppertunity for illegall trad. From thence I got to Boston, 
where one M' W? Payne is allowed 80"" a year salery. Y' offic' is 
keept in very good ord'. M' Brenton show'd me his patent, w""" he had 
from King W™, and was during pleasure, w""" determined w"" y* death 
of his Maj'?, he endeav^g to put auoth' construction for his grant, but he 
found y' it wou'd not pass, so wav'd it. Howev', I told him I was not 
very forward in making any alterations in y* severall ports w* had bin 
so long und' his inspection, till I had made a full representation to yo' 
Hon's of all matt's relating to y". This I found made easie, and he 
proceeded to make up acctf, w"'' took a considerable time ; but at last 
we finished. I got him to sign y", and y" he deliv^d y"" to me, w""" I 
have examined, and have made my remarks and objections to it, w* my 
reasons. I thought it not prop' to mix y" concern of y" ace? and what 
relates to it w* any oth' business, but have fully stated it by it self, and 
have sent copies of all w"* this. I will only observe to yo' Hon's in 
y' generall, y' M' Brenton brings himself in y' Queens debt by his ace' 
but 282"" 1' 5\ and by my stating y' ace? he is no less y" 1,420"" 5' in 
her Maj7 debt; so f. there is 1,138"" 3' 7* difference. All is most 
humbly submitted to y' Hon's bett' judgement. M' Brenton tells me 
y' he resolves to goe for England by y° very first oppertunity. I hope 
this will come to yo' Hon's as soon as he can be, & y" it will be a full 
direction toy' ace? gene'". I am obliged to make a few remarkes to 
yo' Hon's on y' trade of this place. Boston hath bin a town of great 
trade, but y° warr hath extreamly impoverished y"", so y' y' trade is 
not now one third p! of w? it was. Y' main of there trad consists in 
fishing, lumb', and building of shipping. Y" fish they carried to Lis- 
bon, severall ports of Spain and y' streights, and this gave y"" an opp'- 
tunity of an illegall trade, bringing in y° produce of those countrys 
contrary to law. Nor do they want conveniencies enough to run these 
goods before they came into y* harb', of at Marblehead, Martin's Vine- 
yard, and oth' places, and nothing can prevent it but a small sloop. Y' 
lumb' they carry in y* shipes they build to Barbadoes and y" oth' 
islands, from whence they get freight for England. But this part of y' 
trade is very much lessen'd by y' great numb' of there ships taken by 
y* enemy ; but what is farr worse y" all this, unless her Maj'?' be gra- 
tiously pleas'd to apply a speedy and affectuall remedy, and y' against 
there own wills, they and y' country will be utt'ly ruined by y" French, 
who are fixed and settled at Port Royall, just und' there very noses, 
w''*' will quite distroy there fishery, nor will ships be able to goe in or 
out of y° harb' w*out being taken, unless they are at more charge in 
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maintaining ships of warr y° all there trade is worth. All this misery 
they have brought on them self's by y' villainy, cowardise, and ill con- 
duct of there late expeditions. Were y' matf searched to y^ bottom, it 
would discov' a black storry, not fitt for me to mention. 1 am sure yo' 
Houo's will be strangely surprised w" I acquaint you y' notwithstanding 
all y' mesery hath happened and still threaten New England from y" 
settlement of Port Royall, yet there hath bin, and still is a trade car- 
ried at Port Royall by some of y° topping men of y' governm', und' y° 
colour of sending and recieving flags of truce. The history of this 
affair is to long, and p'haps not so much my business ; but it being of so 
great a consequence to her Maj'?' service, I thought it my duty to give 
yo' Hon's this hint. If M' Brenton lives to see yo' Hon's, he is able 
to f et this whole affair in a true light, haveing ample vouches for every 
thing, and therefore shall refer yo' Hon's to him. What I have furth' 
to observe to yo' Hon's is, y' M' Brentons salery dureing his patent was 
but 100"" f anm, and yet he hath constantly allow'd his deputy of 
Boston 80*» f aiim, his deputy of Rhode Island 60"", and his dep'r of 
Salem, Marblehead, Piscataquable, 100"" a year more. It is true, tliey 
allow'd him y" advantage of y' seizures and profitts of y* office, but I 
cannot find on y' square how this can answ' so great a chaige, there 
being scarce any seizures in all these out ports, nor hath y* port of Bos- 
ton bin of much value, considering it is at least seventeen years since 
M' Brenton hath bin concerned, for he begins his ace' from y" year 
1690. W' must be done w"" these severall ports when yo' Hon's shall 
thinly fit to appoint anoth' collect' for Boston I cannot imagine. There 
is an absolute necessity to have offic's in those places, and w'l'out salerys 
to support y" it is impossible y' y' Queen shou'd be justly serv'd. This 
is a matt' worthy yo' Hon's consideration, and requires a very speedy 
resolution ; for till I rec''' ord' and instructions I know not how I shall 
settle those ports. I cannot think it fit to continue those men y' are 
now imploy'd, for more reasons y" I have now time to give. I found it 
impossible for me to discharge my duty w'^out maintaining a corre- 
spondency w* y' severall ()laces of trade belonging to forreign princes in 
those p?, and therefore have allready settled a correspondency at Cu- 
raco, St. Thomases, and Madera, from whence I have found great benifit, 
tho' chargable from y° first. I have an ace' of what goods are shipped 
of to y' severall plantations on y" continent, in w' vessells, w" sayled, 
and y' mast's name ; by w"'' I find y' Rhode Island hath y' greatest 
quantity from thence. I had a late ace? from y" Maderas y' two sloops 
from South Carilina had carried and landed there betwixt three and 
400 barrells of pitch and tarr, besides 40 or 50 cask of rice. I did 
imediately send away to Caralina to acquaint y' gov' and offic's of y' 
customs ; in answ' to w*"" they gave me an ace' y' those sloops had en- 
tered those enumerated coifiodities for one of y" Provedence Islands 
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called Harb' Island, from whence they reed a certificate y' y* goods 
were landed there. A copy of y' s'? cerdf they have eent me, and is 
signed by a great rogue, one Jn" Redwood, an impost', who pretends 
to be a deputy to M' Graves ; but my ace? of this roguery came time 
enough to prevent there deliv^y up of y' plantation bond to y' own's 
who were pressing to have had it. I have sent ord's to put y' bond in 
sute. Nor is there roome to excuse y" offic's of Carilina for admitting 
an entry of such a quantity of y* enumerated goods to be shiped to a 
place where they very well knew there is no goveriim! or pretence for 
it, since those islands were cutt off by y' Spaniards ; nor is there any 
offio' of y' customs. There is not above six famillys on this island 
besides this rogue Redwood, who makes it is bussiness to colour and 
carry on a roguish false trade. As soon as y° sloop had purchasM 
this false certificate they made y' best of there way to Madera, where 
they landed y° goods, and came to a great markett ; and since this I 
have had complaints from y* collect's of Bermuda y' this very man 
Eedwood hath given certificates for great quantities of European goods 
landed in y° Harb' Island, so y' this hole and villian serves for a shell' 
to most of y' illegall trade from many of y* governm'.' on y' continent. 
I am also inform'd y' y" march'.' of S' Thomass have agreed w'^ y' in- 
habitants of these Morooned Islands for all y° Brazelleto wood y' they 
can send them, and accordingly all hands are at work to cut and pre- 
pare for y' trade, if not prevented. I have done all in my pow' by 
sending to all y' govero's and offic's in North America, to give y" 
notice of this rogue, and to stop all such good's as shall come w* his 
certificate. And now I have represented these matt's to yo' Hon's, I 
must sum up all by assuring yo' Hon's y' nothing can secure y'^ trade of 
this continent but a small sloop of 35 or 40 tuns, built on purpose for 
sayling, w* 4 or 5 guns, and ab' 18 or 20 brisk men. Y' commad' 
must be a man of sence, and a good coast', and ought to be und' j° 
surveyo'-generall for y' time being, who ought frequently to coast in 
her. Such a vessell, well mauag'd, wou'd soon defray y' charge, and 
be of great advantage to y* Queen on many acco!, w* is all I dare pre- 
sume to add, especially since I have bin forced to trespass so long 
already on yo' patience and time, for w'i'' I do most humbly beg yo' 
Hon's pardon, and leave to subscribe my self 

Yo' Hon's most faithfull and obedient serv', Robert Qcary. 

Philadelphia, Ap'" y« 6, 708. 

The President read an invitation from the New Hampshire 
Historical Society, requesting this Society to participate in the 
commemoration of the Centennial Anniversary of the Ratifica- 
tion of the Constitution of the United States by New Hampshire, 
June 21, 1888. 
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Dr. Green, in presenting an old parchment deed, duly 
signed and sealed, said : — 

This was given by Abigail Flint, John Flint, and Mary, 
his wife, to Thomas Wheeler, a,ll of Concord, and dated June 
19, 1674. It conveyed 800 acres of land, which is described as 

lying and being in two parcells in the Wilderness Northerly from the 
towneship of Grawton at or neare uuto a place commonly called by 
the Indians Aukecunsick : the one parcell being bounded on the South 
Easterly Side by a River that runs from the Towne of Grawton : and the 
other parcell lyeing about one hundred Bods distant from the affore 
mentioned parcell of land on the North Westerly Side thereof: both 
which said parcells of Land being bounded out by marked trees. 

It is evident, from the description, that both these tracts of 
land lay on the northwesterly side of the Nashua River, and 
that one of them was bounded by that stream. The two parcels 
come now within the limits of HoUis, New Hampshire, where 
the name of the original owners is still perpetuated by a 
Flint's Pond and a Flint's Brook. The Indian word " Auke- 
cunsick " seems now to have died out entirely, and I cannot 
find that it exists in the neighborhood, even in any modified 
form. 

These two tracts of land had been granted, at the session 
of the General Court beginning May 22, 1661, to the widow 
of Thomas Flint, and her second son John, in consideration of 
the public services of her husband and his father, who had 
been during eleven years a Magistrate of the Colony. Mrs. 
Flint had been left with a numerous family, " many whereof 
were in minority ; " and the burden of their support had fallen 
on John, for which reason he was to have an equal intei'est in 
the grant with his mother. The return of the sui'vey was 
made at the session of the General Court beginning May 27, 
1663, and duly approved by that body. 

Through the signature of Abigail Flint, the deed furnishes 
the given name of Thomas's widow. John, the son, married 
Mary, the daughter of Urian Oakes, President of Harvard 
College ; and their signatures also are attached to the docu- 
ment. The grantee was afterward known as Capt. Thomas 
Wheeler, the famous Indian fighter, who wrote a " Narrative " 
of his campaign against the savages. 
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Dr. Deane said that he would like to add to the Librarian's 
list of donations, if he has a place for any more books, by pre- 
senting to the Library a copy of John Nalson's folio edition , 
1684, of the trial of King Charles I., printed from the journal 
of Phelps, the clerk of the High Court of Justice. The vol- 
ume contains a finely executed engraving of the Court in full 
session in Westminster Hall. The Introduction and Notes are 
by Nalson, who was as pronounced a royalist as Rushworth was 
a Parliament man. Nalson had already published two volumes 
of " Affairs of State." Dr. Deane said that the well-known 
antiquary, W. J. Thorns, F.S.A., Deputy Librarian of the 
House of Lords, had, several years ago, issued a small volume 
entitled " The Death- Warrant of Charles the First, another 
Historic Doubt," in which he attempted to show that the 
warrant for the execution of the king was tampered with 
after it had been signed ; that some names were erased and 
others filled in, and that the execution did not take place 
on the day intended when the warrant was originally drawn. 
Cromwell and the leaders had great difficulty in screwing 
the courage of the signers of the death-warrant (some of 
them) " to the sticking place." The warrant recites that the 
execution shall take place in the open street before White- 
hall, on the 30th of January ; but the very spot where the 
execution took place is yet a matter of controversy. The 
warrant, of which fac-similes are common, was found in 
the possession of Colonel Hacker, one of those to whom it 
was addressed, and is now among the archives of the House 
of Lords. 

A new serial, containing the Proceedings for March, April, 
and May, was laid on the table by the Recording Secretary. 

It was announced that there would be no meeting of the 
Society until October, unless a special meeting should be called 
by the President and Secretary. 



